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PROPOSED TEMPLE SINAI TEXT 
1. Sinai Stories (Sample 1 of many)
HEBREW SCHOOL ISN’T JUST FOR KIDS – Ginny Levin 
As we sat enjoying our end of year pot-luck dinner on 
the porch of Lafe Solomon’s and Cam Crockett’s house 
on May 2, members of Kitah Dalet, aka The Daletniks, 
were trying to remember when we came together as 
a group of adult Hebrew learners. The best we could 
estimate was a little over 20 years ago when we met in 
the library on Thursday evenings. We were considered 
the “advanced” (picture air quotes) class among those 
offered by the temple at the time. We were blessed 
with Leesa Fine (z”l) as a teacher and happily trudged at 
least twice through The First Hebrew Primer, 3rd Edition 
learning enough grammar – that meant a myriad of verb 
tenses – and vocabulary to try to translate prayers from 
Mishkan Tefillah and then on to sections of the Tanakh. 
We translate verses for homework  by consulting several 
dictionaries.  As a group, we have different favorites, 
but we all found Genesis, B’reishit, rewarding and 
Ecclesiastes, Kohelet, baffling.

Before Kitah Dalet, most of us were in other Hebrew 
classes, some following our adult B’nei Mitzvah, wanting 
to continue our momentum. Some of us had attended 
years of Hebrew school as kids, others were fast learners 
without that benefit.  There has been turnover. A couple 
of years ago, we welcomed a new member who took 
Hebrew classes at college, lowering our mean age.  
We now meet on Zoom for class, no longer officially a 
temple program, with Rabbi Marc Gruber as our teacher. 
In addition to Kitah Dalet, another adult Hebrew class 
meets on Zoom, Sunday afternoons, also translating and 
discussing texts. Originally known as Kitah Gimel,  
it is now Naan. Both classes would be happy to add  
new members.

At dinner, we expressed puzzlement as to why more 
folks at the temple have not wanted to pursue adult 
Hebrew to get a better feel for what we read in services. 
Language study is good for the brain, and learning 
Hebrew with friends is good for the soul.  

2. Story of the Holocaust Torah gift to Temple Sinai
This Torah fragment, together with a number of Torah 
Scrolls and hundreds of Sacred Books, was discovered in 
the spring of 1988 in an abandoned Mikveh in the town 
of Czestochowa, Poland. After Great difficulty, Mr. Harry 
Rapaport, a second generation member, whose father 
and in-laws come for Czestochowa, was successful in 
bringing out of Poland a major part of these holy books 
and scrolls Through the generosity of our members Mr. 
& Mrs. Jacob Gruber, who are themselves Holocaust 
survivors. This Holy Scroll remnant has been placed on 
display here in the vestibule of our sanctuary to serve as 
a constant and vivid reminder of the tragic period in our 
history and to symbolize our undying faith in the future 
of the Jewish people.

3. Gensis1:1 B’reishit from the Holocaust Torah
When God began to create heaven and earth— 
֗אָהָוְ ֥תָיְהָ ץרֶ ֹ֙ת ה ּוה ֙ ָו  ֹב ֔ ֹ֖חוְ וּה ְךשֶׁ ֵ֣נפְּ־לעַ  ֑התְ י ֣רוְ םוֹ ֹלאֱ חַוּ ֖חֶרַמְ םיהִ֔ ֵ֥נפְּ־לעַ תפֶ  ׃םיִמָּֽהַ י

the earth being unformed and void, with darkness over 
the surface of the deep and a wind from God sweeping 
over the water— 
ַו ֹּ֥י ֹלאֱ רמֶא ֖הִ ֣הִיְ םי ֑א י ַֽו רוֹ ֽא־יהִיְ  ׃רוֹ

God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 
ַו ַּ֧י ֹלאֱ ארְ ֛הִ ֖אהָ־תאֶ םי ֑ט־יכִּ רוֹ ַו בוֹ ַּי ֣דֵּבְ ֹלאֱ ל ֥בֵּ םיהִ֔ ֖אהָ ןי ֥בֵוּ רוֹ ֹֽחהַ ןי ְךשֶׁ  ׃

God saw that the light was good, and God separated 
the light from the darkness. 
ַו ּיִ ֨רָקְ ֹלאֱ א ֤הִ ֙רוֹאלָ ׀ םי ֹ֖חלַוְ םוֹי֔  ְךשֶׁ ֣קָ  ֑לָ ארָ ַֽו הלָיְ ֥עֶ־יהִיְ ַֽו ברֶ ֹ֖ב־יהִיְ ֥י רקֶ ֽחָאֶ םוֹ פ ׃ד

God called the light Day and called the darkness Night. 
And there was evening and there was morning,  
a first day. 
ַו ֹּ֣י ֹלאֱ רמֶא ֥הִיְ םיהִ֔ ֖קִרָ י ֣תבְּ עַי ְךוֹ ֑מָּהַ  ֣הִיוִ םיִ ֥בֵּ לידִּ֔בְמַ י  ׃םיִמָֽלָ םיִמַ֖ ןי

God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the 
water, that it may separate water from water.” 
ַו ַּ֣י ֹלאֱ שׂעַ ֒קִרָהָ־תאֶ ם֮יהִ ֒עַי ַו  ַּי ֗דֵּבְ ֤בֵּ ל ֙מַּהַ ןי ֙םיִ ֙רשֶׁאֲ  ֣תַּמִ  ֣בֵוּ עַיקִ֔רָלָ תחַ ֖שֶׁאֲ םיִמַּ֔הַ ןי  ר
֣עַמֵ ֑קִרָלָ ל ַֽו עַי ֽכֵ־יהִיְ  ׃ן

God made the expanse, and it separated the water 
which was below the expanse from the water which was 
above the expanse. And it was so. 
ַו ּיִ ֧רָקְ ֹלאֱ א ֛הִ ֖קִרָלָֽ םי ֑מָשָׁ עַי ַֽו םיִ ֥עֶ־יהִיְ ַֽו ברֶ ֹ֖ב־יהִיְ ֥י רקֶ ֽנִשֵׁ םוֹ פ ׃י

God called the expanse Sky. And there was evening and 
there was morning, a second day. 
ַו ֹּ֣י ֹלאֱ רמֶא ֗הִ ֨וקָּיִ םי ֜מַּהַ וּ ֤תַּמִ םיִ ֙מַשָּׁהַ תחַ ֙םיִ ֣קמָ־לאֶ  ֖אֶרָתֵוְ דחָ֔אֶ םוֹ ַּיהַ ה ֑שָׁבָּ ַֽו ה ֽכֵ־יהִיְ  ׃ן
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PROCESS: PAPER CLIP WRAPPING

Once the text from various sources has been finalized, 

the artists will recreate those word on small sheets of 

paper to be wrapped by the community of Temple 

Sinai. Each participating community member will receive 

a wrapping kit complete with paper clips, paper, and 

instructions on how to wrap a single strand of 100 clips, 

which the artists will then integrate and assemble into 

the hanging installation. 
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Participate as local artists Francie Hester 
and Lisa Hill create a hanging sculpture 
with the thoughts of Temple members as its 
foundation. The installation is intended to 
fulfill the commandment of hiddur mitzvah: the 
beautification or enhancement of religious ritual. 
It will be in the display case on the lower-level 
hallway of our new addition.  

All members of the Temple community, from 
every generation, are invited to contribute 
the words of your hearts—your Temple Sinai 
memories, experiences and connections. Your 
words will be printed and cut into small pieces 
of paper, which congregants will fold, wrap 
around thousands of paperclips, and link into 
long, colorful strands. These strands will become 
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Contributions will include:
•	 Responses to the online form (scan QR code).

•	 Sinai Stories — Share the story of your connection to 
Temple Sinai and the larger Jewish community.

•	 Pitchu Li Sha’arei Tzedek (words at entry to Temple’s 
new addition) in Hebrew and in English, “Open for me 
the gates of righteousness.”

•	 Quotes from the d’var Torah writings of  
B’nei Mitzvah and Confirmation students.

•	 Musical notes from favorite liturgical music.

•	 Sections of the Torah that are in the Holocaust scroll 
fragment in our archival collection.

Temple Sinai has commissioned a communal art installation — “Words of Our Hearts.”  
It will be built on the memories and experiences of our Temple Sinai community. With 
your responses and shared handiwork, the artists will use paper and other materials to 
create a three-dimensional work of art that weaves together the unique, beautiful, and 
diverse stories of our Temple Sinai family.

You are invited to contribute the words of your heart.

the foundation of the installation, built on the 
words that embrace the history and shared 
experiences of the Sinai community. 

The linked paperclips will symbolize the  
inter-connectedness of our community. They 
are also a poignant reminder of the paperclips 
Norwegians used during WWII as a symbol  
of resistance to the Nazis.

While you may not be able to identify your 
contribution in the completed work, it will 
become part of the Temple’s communal 
memories and hopes, just as prayers that are 
placed into the Western Wall exist without 
being seen. They will be forever in the heart of 
this piece and in the heart of our community.

Words of Our Hearts: A community art installation

Submit your 
thoughts on 
the online form. 
Scan code.

See examples of 
artists’ work: 
www.franciehester.
com/installations

www.templesinaidc.org
Link to  
online form.

https://forms.gle/iVTwUANTbHw5sBkh6
https://forms.gle/iVTwUANTbHw5sBkh6
https://forms.gle/iVTwUANTbHw5sBkh6

